£4,500 to ‘Open Door’, Taunton
Last Friday, 23rd February 2024, a few of us accompanied Wm Lindsay at the formal presentation of a 'cheque' £4,500 to Andrew Davis, a trustee and volunteer of the charity.  Andrew is known to us as he and Emma, the Manager, were our guests when they gave us a talk at our Christmas lunch for our Ladies and Guests.  We actually raised £4,000 during Lindsay’s year to which Province added a further £500 from their Lodge Support Fund.
Pictured are (L-R) WBros Geoffrey Dolling, Chris Crump (APrCharity Steward), Wm Lindsay Edmunds, Trustee Andrew Davis and WBro Richard Baker.  Someone missing? - WBro Jim Wiltshire, photographer & 6988 Charity Steward!
Having donated a similar sum to the 'Taunton Association for the Homeless' in WBro Jim Virjee's year as Wm in 2016 we were curious to learn more.  First, that charity has been renamed 'ARC', having a slightly different function.  It has 16 properties housing approx 168 people: https://arcinspire.co.uk/  
Secondly, we learned from our brief guided tour on Friday that Open Door operates on fairly strict lines from 9am-2pm providing a cooked breakfast/lunch for clients; the opportunity to shower, have washing done and choose from a wardrobe of warm used jackets.  Used sleeping bags are welcome.  Food comes from several business in the town.  A doctor calls once a week.  There is well informed, intensive guidance given with the plethora of forms needed for benefits, etc., on the path to independence.  The relatively small premises were spotless and very well managed.  We were impressed! https://www.tauntonopendoor.org.uk/
Gratefully received and faithfully applied.
[image: ]
image1.jpeg
LLOYDS BANK Y}

#1 The ‘Open Door’ (Thuntof)—

Four thousand five hundréd pounds —= £ SOD—
] Queen;zullege. Taunton
| asons Lodge

'No. 6988





